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The mission of Grand Blanc Community Schools, the 
hallmark of academic and personal excellence, is to 
ensure students actualize their own unique genius, 
freely and without fear, through a system  
distinguished by:
• Dedication to the discovery of profound learning

•  Exemplary models of character and judgment

•  Global experiences in life and living

• Emphasis on individual autonomy and self-direction

•  Unremitting pursuit of the highest human ideals.

Program for Grades 6-8Upper SchoolPerry Innovation Center Director
Dr. Amber Hall • 810-591-6077
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CONTACTS

DISTRICT MISSION:

 www.perryic.org

SCHOOL MISSION
As explorers of innovative educational 

practices, we cultivate an engaging, 
purposeful, student-centered  

learning environment.

 www.perryic.org

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW
Perry Innovation Center serves grades 2 -8.

Bus transportation to and from school is 
available for in-district residents!

Upper school students are invited to try out 
for sports with East or West Middle School. 

Buses transport to the middle school after school.

Perry operates on a different time 
schedule than other GBCS elementary 

and middle schools. 
Our school day is from 7:35 a.m. to 2:45 p.m.

(Half Days: 7:35 a.m.—11:12 a.m.)
(Late Start Days: 9:55 a.m.—2:45 p.m.)

Latchkey available through Children’s Garden.

What’s Unique?
• Exploration of the latest instructional  
 practices in technology and education

• Small Environment

• Technology Access

• Integrated Curriculum

• Purposeful Instruction

• Lab School (open to visitors from other schools)

• District Curriculum and Technology staff work 
 together with teachers to provide support  
 and sustained professional development



Perry Innovation students will be actively involved 
with technology resources. Students in 6th-8th grades 
are assigned a take-home Chromebook device. 

Other new technologies will be introduced on a 
regular basis, prior to being implemented district-wide. 
It is important that technology be used purposefully 
as a tool to support curriculum and enhance student 
learning.

VISION
• To embolden our students to become creative, 

critical thinkers and compassionate, collaborative 
learners as they progress on their path of actualizing 
their own unique genius.

• To serve as the learning hub for Grand Blanc 
Community Schools at which all educators are 
welcome to engage in inquiry-based,  
reflective learning.

TECHNOLOGY

Grades 6th-8th core subjects of English Language Arts, mathematics, science, and social studies in addition to art, health, and 
physical education are learned and applied within the following courses of study (Michigan curriculum standards are addressed.) 

SEMESTER 1 AND 2 FOUNDATION COURSES
• The Art of Me I & II (Citizenship, Decision Making) “What is my purpose and impact on the world?”
• History Through Flight (Space Systems, Forces in Motion, US History)  
 “How has the invention and evolution of flight impacted the US historical journey?”
• Business and Management (Economics, Retail Math)  
 “What mathematical and economic principles are needed to make wise business and personal financial decisions?”
• The Science of Spying (Government, History, Codes & Ciphers) 
 “What is the role and responsibility of the US for the well-being of its citizens and other nations?”
• Crime Scene Investigation (CSI) (Law, History, Geometry, Molecules, Organisms, Heredity)  
 “What information possibilities and limitations exist in crime scene investigations?”
• Mathematics 
 All students will take a mathematics course in addition to Foundation courses. Options depend on aptitude and interest.  
 Options include:

•  Level A, B, and C math courses which align with 6th, 7th, and 8th grade math standards
•  Advanced 6th, 7th, or 8th grade math courses  •  Algebra  •  Geometry

 NOTE: 6th and 7th grade high math classes are online courses for which students need to exhibit independent and self-directed  
 learning ability. Algebra and Geometry are courses taken at the high school, requiring students to walk to the nearby high school.

PRACTICUM EXPERIENCES (full year)

• Research and Development Lab (Design Thinking, Engineering, Statistics, Programming, Robotics) 
 “How do we use research and data along with design thinking to solve problems?”
• Reset/Accelerate/Explore Options (Individual selected learning options) 
 “What would I like to learn about more deeply, discover, or advance in?”

ELECTIVE CHOICES (up to two may be selected)
• Chinese Culture 55 minutes every other day (6th & 7th grades)
• Band (Year 1) 55 minutes every other day
• World Language 55 minutes every other day (7th, & 8th grades)
• Reading & Math Foundations 55 minutes every other day (6th, 7th, & 8th grades)
• Exploratory Rotation 55 minutes every other day (6th & 7th grades)
• Business - 55 minutes every other day (7th & 8th grades)
• Art 55 minutes every other day (7th & 8th grades)
• Band (Year 2/3) 55 minutes every day (7th & 8th grades) 
 Students selecting 7th/8th grade band will only need to select one choice.
• 8th grade Capstone (2nd Semester Project)  
 “What issue are you passionate about that you want to research and act in a way that 
 improves the lives of others?” Students will focus on an area of interest to research and meaningfully act upon to improve the  
 lives of others as well as begin to explore career and high school pathways. They will identify an outside mentor to interact with and  
 collaborate with other students outside of the classroom and/or other interested adults. They’ll also develop a plan of action to  
 execute, record their journey, and reflect on their learning. They will then showcase their capstone project at the end of the school  
 year and include a reference in their digital portfolio.

CURRICULUM

Education is more than a storehouse of knowledge 
and set of skills. Students learn in multiple ways and are 
benefited by a variety of instructional methods and an 
interdisciplinary approach. 

A quality education results when students 
are actively involved and create meaning through 
purposeful, authentic learning experiences. We believe 
that social, emotional, and academic learning are 
interrelated and that educators, 
parents and community are essential 
partners in guiding  
our students to actualize their own 
unique genius. As an innovative 
school, we continually strive to 
improve education.

PHILOSOPHY

Other options available upon request.


